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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms which are not clear, concise 
and exact. The specification should be revised carefully in order to comply with 35 U.S.C. 112, 
first paragraph. Examples of some unclear, inexact or verbose terms used in the specification 
are: 

On page 8, line 1 1, "85" should be inserted after "hook". On line 12, "85" should be 
deleted. On line 13, "95" should be inserted after "hook" and "strap 95" should be "strap." On 
line 15, "83 and 93" should be inserted after "hooks". On line 16, "83 and 93" should be "80 
and 90". On line 1 8, "85" should be inserted after "hook" and "strap 85" should be "strap". On 
line 19, "95" should be inserted after "hook". On line 20, "95" should be deleted. 

On page 9, line 15, "26" should be inserted after "strap" and "cuff 26" should be "cuff. 
On line 16, "36" should be inserted after "strap" and "cuff 36" should be "cuff. On line 19, 
"first connector" should be "first connector 21". On line 19, "cuff 21" should be "cuff and 
."second connector" should be "second connector 22". On line 20, "cuff 22" should be "cuff." 
On line 22, "31" should be inserted after "first connector". On line 22, "cuff 31" should be 
"cuff. On line 22, "32" should be inserted after "second connector". On line 23, "cuff 32" 
should be "cuff." On line 23, "23" should be inserted after "loop". On line 24, "23" should be 
deleted. On line 25, "33" should be inserted after "loop". On line 26, "33" should be deleted. 
On line 27, "23" should be inserted after "loop". On line 28, "23" should be deleted and "24" 
should be inserted after "third connector". On line 29, "24" and "25" should be deleted and 
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"fourth connector" should be "fourth connector 25". On line 30, "33" should be inserted after 
"loop" and "cuff 33" should be "cuff. On line 31, "34" should be inserted after "third 
connector" and "cuff 34" should be "cuff. On line 32, "35" should be inserted after "fourth 
connector" and "cuff 35" should be "cuff." On line 32, "23" should be inserted after "loop". 

On page 10, line 1, "23" should be deleted. On line 2, "33" should be deleted after 
"second handlebar grip cuff and inserted after "loop". On line 24, "26" should be inserted after 
"strap". On line 25, "26" should be deleted. 

On page 1 1 , line 1, "36" should be inserted after "strap". On line 2, "36" should be 
deleted. On line 1 1, "26" should be deleted after "cuff and inserted after "strap". On line 12, 
"third connector" should be "third connector 24" and "cuff 24" should be "cuff. On line 12, 
"fourth connector" should be "fourth connector 25". On line 13, "25" should be deleted. Also 
on line 14, "36" should be inserted after "reinforcing strap" and on line 15 deleted altogether. 
On line 15, "34" should be inserted after "connector" and deleted after "cuff. On line 16, "35" 
should be inserted after "connector" and deleted after "cuff. On line 18, "23" should be inserted 
after "loop". On line 19, "23" should be deleted and "33" should be inserted after "loop". On 
line 20, "33" should be deleted. 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant reg'ards as the 
invention. 

Claim 3 recites the limitations M said first tie down strap connection hook" in lines 3-4 and 
"said second tie down strap connection hook" in lines 5-6. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for these limitations in the claim. Perhaps this claim was intended to depend from claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claim 1 is are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kosma. 
Kosma (5,529,448) discloses an apparatus (Figure 2) for securing a two-wheeled vehicle 

in an upright position (Figure 1) during transport comprising: a first handlebar grip cuff 19, a 
second handlebar grip cuff 21, a first handlebar grip cuff connection means 7, a second 
handlebar grip cuff connection means 7, a handlebar grip cuff connection strap 4, a length 
adjustment mechanism 23, 24, 25, a first tie down strap 8, and a second tie down strap 8, wherein 
said handlebar grip cuff connection strap 4 provides a first end, said handlebar grip cuff 
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connection strap 4 provides a second end, said first handlebar grip cuff 19 is connected to said 
first tie down strap 8 by said first handlebar grip cuff connection means 7, said second handlebar 
grip cuff 21 is connected to said second tie down strap 8 by said second handlebar grip cuff 
connection means 7, said first end is connected to said first handlebar grip cuff 19, said second 
end is connected to said length adjustment mechanism 23, 24, 25, and said length adjustment 
mechanism is connected to said second handlebar grip cuff 21. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

9. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kosma as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of Trauthwein. 
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Kosma lacks corresponding hooks and connection rings to secure the straps to the 
connection means. 

Trauthwein (6,655,885) teaches a first tie down strap S providing a first tie down strap 
connection hook H, a second tie down strap S providing a second tie down strap connection hook 
H, a first handlebar grip connection means comprising a first connection ring 28 connected to 
both said first tie down strap connection hook and a first handlebar grip 34, and a second 
handlebar grip connection means comprising a second connection ring 28 connected to both said 
second tie down strap connection hook and a second handlebar grip 34. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have provided hooks and connections rings as taught by Trauthwein in place of the 
holes and loops of Kosma in order to provide easier and quicker connection and disconnect of 
the straps to hold the vehicle. 

10. Claim 3, as best understood, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kosma, as modified, and as applied to claim 2 above. 

With regard to claim 3, Kosma, as modified, now discloses the first handlebar grip cuff 
connection means comprising a connection of said first tie down strap connection hook H to said 
first handlebar grip cuff 19, and further now discloses said second handlebar grip cuff connection 
means comprising a connection of said second tie down strap connection hook H to said second 
handlebar grip cuff 21. 
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1 1 . Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kosma as applied 
to claim 1 above, and further in view of Stubbs. 

Kosma lacks the apparatus additionally comprising an anti-scratch padding wherein the 
padding is interposed between the handlebar grip cuff connection strap and the body of the 
vehicle upon which the apparatus is installed. 

Stubbs (5,326,202) teaches an anti-scratching padding 31 for protecting the vehicle 
against chaffing damage. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have provided a padding as taught by Stubbs for the apparatus of Kosma in order to 
prevent scratching of the body of the vehicle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 2. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hilary Gutman whose telephone number is 703-305-0496. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 703-308-3102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

15 Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9326, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or: 

(703) 746-3515, (for informal or draft communications, please clearly label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hilary Gutman 
February 24, 2005 



